By REGIONAL ECONOMIC MEASUREMENT IMVISION

County and Metropolitan Area Personal Income

THIS article presents estimates of
personal income for 1978 and revised
estimates for earlier years for the
Nation's Standard Metropoliton Statis-
ticel Aress {(SMBA'), counties, end
rounty equivelents.! Extimates for 1076
sud 1977 have been revised to incorpo-
rata the routine annual ravision of the
national estimates. Estimates for 1073
75 have been revisad to incorporote dets
from the 1977 Ceneus of Governments
s well na more survent date for nonform
proprietors’ income.

Estimntes for the yenrs 1058, 1862,
and 196568 that incorpornte the 19768
natiopnl benchmark revisions arve nvail-
sbie for the first time. Previously,
county ond SMSA estimstes that
incorporated the benchmark revisions
were availabls only back to 1080
Digcussion of the county snd SMSA
benchmnrl revision appears in Part [T
of the Juna 1978 SurvEY oF CUREENT
Buarwe=z, and discussion of tha bench-
mark ravisions of the notionnl incoms
and praduct neconnds nppears in Part [
of the Januery 1976 Sorvey.

Total and per capita persenal income
for the 273 SMBA's for 1050, 1965, 1960,
1977, and 1978, ars shown in Tabls 1.7
Totnl and per capita preonsl income
for the 3,341 countiezs and eounty
equivalents nre shown for the smme
yenrs in Tohle 27
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Definitiorn of totel and per copita
personal inconte

Total personal income is the current
income received by residents of an
sren from oll sources. It is meansured
before deduction of income ond other
personal taxes, but after deduction of
personnl contributions for social secur-
ity, government retiremeni, and other
social insuraoce programs. It consisis
of wege and salory disbursemenis
{covering oll employee enmings, in-
duding executive salaries, bonuses,
cOMInisRions, piymenta in leipd, incen-
tive paymenis, and tips}, various types
of supplementory eomings termed
“other libor income,” propristors’ in-
come, rentel income of persons, divi-
dends, personnl interest income, oand
government and business transler pay-
ments.

The definitions underlying tha loesl
area estimotes nre, for the most part,

the sume u8 those underdying the
personal income estimotes in the no-
tionel income nnd product accounts.
The major differencs is in the trestrent
of U.S. citizens temporarily working on
assignment abrond. The national esti-
mates include not only Federal person-
nel—sivilian and military-—stationad
abrond, but also—einca the 1976 bench-
mork revisions—U.S, residents eme
ployed by privete U.B. finms on
temporary Joreign ecsipnment. The
State and loes) area estimates include
only pereone Tesiding in the $) States
and the District of Columbin.

Per capitn personnl income is com-
puted by dividing the iotsl personal
income by midyear populstion esti-
mates. Populntion datn for July for
sach year nre provided by the Burean
of the Census; the college student
population, however, iz measured a5 of
April 1.
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The per oapite personal incoms esti-
mates should be used with caution dor
soveral ressons. In many ingtonces, an
unusually high (ar low) per ecapita
personel income i the temporary vesult
of unusuel conditions, such 22 & bumper
ctop, b Major construction project (..,
a dafenge focility, nuclsar plant, or
dam), or o entastrophs {e.g., & tornado
or drought). In some cases, a high per
capita personal income is not repressnts-

TERSONAL income by type of payment
and labor sud proprietors’ mcome by
major industry groups, as shown ia

Toble A, wre availabla for SMSA" and -

for counties for 1650, 1962, and 1005-78.
This information can be obtained for
oné or more counties or SMSA’s from
the Regicnal Economic Informaticn
Zystem of the Regicnsl Economic
Measuremeant Division, Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysie. There i3 o charge of
one dollar for each Siate, SMBA, or
eounty table. Howaver, charpes will not
sxceed: $250 for a complete set of
SMS3A tables, and $1,000 for an enfire
set of State amnd county tables for the
United States. The minimum charge
for ¢nch requast is five doliars.

A nine velame set, Local Arer Per-
gonal Ineome, J075-78, will be available
by Seplember. A npational wvolume
{volume 1} wil} contnin personal incems
estimates for the United States aud all
the regions, States, SMBA's, and BEA
ecopomic arens. It will also include a
deotailad deseription of the sources and
methods used in estimeting loeal area
peraonal inecome, ns well as anslytic
tables, chorts, snd maps, Ench of the
sight repional volumes {volumes 2-0)
will contain dateiled persopal income
sstimates for the States, 8M8A’s, and
counties of o singla ragion with related
analytic tablea, charts, maps, and &
summary methedology.

SURVEY OF CORRENT BUSINESS

tive of the standard ot living in en aren.
For exampls, o construction project
may atteact o large number of high-paid
workers who are included in the populs-
tion but whe send o substantial portion
of their woges to dependents living in
other areas. Conversely, a county with
o larpe mstitutional population (e.g.,
residants of o collage, correctional insti-
tution, or domicilinry medical facility)
may show an unusually low per capitn
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personal income, which is not nacessarily
indicative of the econmomic well-being
of the noninstitutional ypepulation.
Moreover, population is messared at
midyear whereas incomo is mensurad az
u Bow over the vyear. Therefore, a
significant chnnga in populaticn during
the yenr con coves a distortion in the
per capits personnl incoms satimatas,
partioularly if the change occurs atound
midyear.
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Toble 1.~Tastal Farspmal Intgrie and Per Capite Personal Income by SMSA for Selected Yenry \=—=Continued
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Table L—=Total Peeronal Encomee anil Per Caplia Fersonal Tncome by SMSA for Selected Yenrs '~~Continued
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